Objective: To assess Japanese and U.S. approaches for meeting challenges posed by biological disasters. Methods: Interviews of emergency personnel, government officials, and military officers, as well as published materials.
Community Based Disaster Preparedness in Bangladesh Coastal Area
Three workers were exposed to high-dose radiation at the Tokaimura accident on 30 September 1999. Since the event, the medical response system to radiological emergencies has been reformed. The only goal of the past emergency medical system in anti-nuclear disaster measures was only to deal with neighboring residents. Based upon the experience of the Tokaimura accident, drastic reforms have been made at various levels in order to develop an effective medical response system to radiological emergencies. The Working Group of the Nuclear Safety Commission proposed the following concrete measures in their report, "On the future status of our medical response system to radiological emergencies". The fundamental viewpoint of this Report is the prioritization of human life so that effective medical care may be offered in a systematic manner. It aims at the integration with the current emergency and disaster medical system, and at the formation of a network of the primary, secondary and tertiary medical facilities within each locality of the nuclear facility. For deployment of the effective emergency medical responses, various measures, seminars, forums, and drills are being undertaken by the National Institutes of Radiological Sciences and the Nuclear Safety Research Association, entrusted by the Ministry of Education and Science.
